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Abstract:	Holý	Jiří,	Conventions of Radka Denemarková’s Novel Peníze	od	Hitlera	(Money	from	
Hitler)	along with its Reception.	“Poznańskie	Studia	Slawistyczne”	12.	Poznań	2017.	Publishing	
House	of	the	Poznań	Society	for	the	Advancement	of	the	Arts	and	Sciences,	pp.	371–379.	ISSN	
2084-3011.
Radka	Denemarková’s	Peníze od Hitlera	(Money from Hitler),	edited	in	2006,	is	a	succesful	novel.	
It	has	been	perceived	by	critics	as	a	significant	work	and	traslated	into	ten	languages.	Despite	this	
positive	response,	it	is	my	belief	that	the	novel	is	not	an	outstanding	work.	The	construction	of	
the	 text	 is	 full	of	stereotypes.	 It	uses	well-worn	narrative	procedures,	conventional	 images	and	
symbols	as	well	as	banal	metaphors.	That	is	why	the	credibility	of	the	characters	and	situations	
presented	 in	Peníze od Hitlera disappears	very	often.	There	 is	also	a	preexisting	model	of	 this	
novel,	the	play	Der Besuch der alten Dame (1956,	The Visit of the Old Lady),	written	by	Friedrich	
Dürrenmatt.	Unlike	Dürrenmat,	Denemarková	emphasizes	the	dark	scenes	and	the	melodramatic	
emotionality	of	her	novel.	Therefore,	her	work	is	close	to	conventional	clichés.	
Keywords:	 Radka	 Denemarková;	 Holocaust	 literature;	 Czech-German	 relations;	 Friedrich	
Dürrenmatt’s	play	Der Besuch der alten Dame (The	Visit	oft	the	Old	Lady)
1. 




Herta	Müller.	Money from Hitler was	her	 second	novel	 following	A já 
*	This	article	was	supported	by	programme	Progres	Q1	–	Literatura	a	performativita.
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pořád kdo to tluče (2005)	and	later	she	published	the	novels	Kobold aneb 
Přebytky něhy 	(2011)	as	well	as	My 2 (2014).	This	last	prose	was	based	
on	a	screenplay	she	has	written	for	Slobodanka	Radun’	film	of	the	same	
title.	
















2010;	with	 an	 outstanding	 actress	Marie	Málková	 in	 the	main	 role).	 In	
2014	Peníze od Hitlera	was	 included	 in	 31	Czech	 contemporary	works	
of	prose,	which	were	analyzed	in	the	literary	handbook	of	the	last	decade	




The	article	Trauma in Denemarkovás Buch Peníze od Hitlera	(2014)	
by	Tereza	Tomášová	was	presented	at	a	workshop	in	Giessen	in	November	
2012.	It	focused	on	the	language	of	this	novel.	The	style	should	express	
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different	opportunities.	In	sum	–	half	of	mankind	doesn’t	enjoy	the	same	
opportunities”	(Uličianská	2014).
























































“Revolutionary	Guards”,	women	are	raped.	The	conditions	of	 life	 in	 the	
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A	 well-known	 historical	 event	 is	 evoked	 here.	After	 the	 Białystok	
Ghetto	Uprising	in	August	1943,	1,265	children	ages	6–12	survived,	and	







during	 the	war,	 except	 for	 a	 few	high-ranking	Nazi	 officials;	much	 less	
a	young	Jewish	girl	who	was	an	ordinary	inmate	in	Terezín.	Knowledge	
of	this	affair	was	not	discovered	until	years	after	the	war.	How	could	Gita	
know	 the	 exact	 number	 of	 children	 and	 adult	 victims?	Of	 course,	 each	
novel	with	historical	themes	can	build	imaginative	scenes	and	situations.	
But	the	authenticity	of	characters	and	situations	should	be	respected.	
Denemarková’s	 narrative	 uses	 conventional	 images	 and	 symbols	 as	
well	as	implausible	situations	and	reminiscences.	Moreover,	there	is	a	pre-
existing	model	of	this	novel;	a	master	narrative	that	hasn’t	been	mentioned	
by	 either	 the	 author	 nor	 the	 critics	 exists.	 This	 work	 was	 probably	 the	
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inspiration	to	Peníze od Hitlera. It	is	the	play	Der Besuch einer alten Dame 



















situations	of	Peníze od Hitlera are	close	to	conventional	clichés.
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